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The fl ower has two essential parts: 
the vegetative part, consisting of 
petals and associated structures 
in the perianth, and the reproductive 
parts. A stereotypical fl ower consists 
of four kinds of structures attached 
to the tip of a short stalk. Each of 
these kinds of parts is arranged 
in a whorl on the receptacle. 
The four main parts of a fl ower are 
generally defi ned by their positions 
on the receptacle and not by their 
function. Many fl owers lack some 
parts or parts may be modifi ed 
into other functions and/or look like 
what is typically another part.
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